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representative of the Ministry of the Interior declared that
perlustratipn was a myth, and that it was no longer prac-
tised This was asserted at the time when perlustration was
practised with unprecedented diligence. , . .
It may be observed in passing that the practice is still in.
existence. Only the other day I spoke about this matter to
Kokovtsev and he told me frankly that he received daily
a package of perlustrated letters. He added indignantly
that this very day he happened upon an unfavourable report
about himself, given by the Director of Agriculture, Krivo-
shein. In order to nonplus Krivoshein he called him up, he
said, on the telephone and amicably advised him to be more
careful in his correspondence.
In this connection I recall another trait characteristic of
Stolypin. It often happens that Cabinet Ministers in a
Parliament are pushed to the wall and are forced to give
a definite answer to an interpellation. If for some reason
or other the Minister is unable to tell the truth, he evades
the question, but as a rule, does not tell a lie with noble
gestures. As for Stolypin, he followed another rule. He
told an outright lie in a most convincing manner* Here is
an example:
When I became President of the Council I founded a
Government newspaper under the title The Russian State
(Russkoye Gosttdarstvo). I was compelled to do it because
the press had become revolutionized and it was necessary
for the Government to have an organ for the purpose of
issuing statements to the public, and refuting the fantastic
stories with which the newspapers were overflowing. Stoly-
pin found that The Russian State was unfit to exert a proper
influence upon the public. He closed the newspaper down
and took over the paper called Russia, which had already
been in existence, in the belief that this newspaper would be
more successful in moulding public opinion. But of course
this naive stratagem failed of its purpose and Russia knew